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Gal. 4- 16. Am 1 therfore become your Enemy., becauſe_1 tell you tbe 
Truth ? 

| Eccl. 5. 8. If thou ſeeſt the Oppreſſ on of the Poor, and Violent Perver- 
ting of Judgment and Fuſtice in a Province marvell not at the matter ; 
for he that is higher thin the higheſt regardeth. 

r: Pet. 3. 14- If you Suffer for Rigbreobſneſs ſake, bappy are ye ; ard 
be nor aft "us of their EerTOUrs, neither be ye troubled. 
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SUFFERINGS 


THOMAS DELAUNE, 8. 


a. 


Ir, I am concernd to acquaint you-with my Caſe ; 
and becauſe poſſibly ſome affairs that are more con 
{iiderable to you, may have Diverted you from any 

inquiry, by ory triſoner (whoſe complyance to you 
made him fo ) 1 will give you a brief account of the 
whole, and intreat you to give me ſome Reſolution to 

| ſome certain things which I ſhall propoſe ; which if fairly 
Reſoly'&; will in my Opinion prove a conſiderable ſtep 
to-convince a-great many Scr upalonus Conſciences, or elle 
give a check to Pulpit and Preſs-Chalenges ; and mollify 
the hearts of fach as ſo ruinonſly and feverely proſecute 
them for ſuch Seruples as are invincible by any other me- 
dium then what you dire&t to, viz. Our only RUEE 
of Faith,the B I B LE. L 


My Cafe is briefly Thus. 


On the Twenty-ninth- of November laſt, late in the 
Evening,l was Apprehended by one Robert Srephons a Meſ- 

\ —_ ;Andby him cayried before'Sr. Thomas 
Fermer, now Recotter -of Londov,” who agked me divers 
Queſtions, the '1tHhft Materiab of which ave mentioned it 
the following Letter fort afterwards to hint - EG 
| A'2 Recorder 
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Recorder I wa$:{entto the Compter in Woodftreer, where I 
had moſt wretched Accomodation; I was turn'd in amongſt 
the Common-ſide*Priſoners, where a hard Bench was 
Zed, and two Bricks my Pillow ; and not ſuffered to ſee 
ſome of my Acquaintance that were Priſoners there, as 
Di.fenters. - + | | 

Next Mognirig Mr. S:epheris got me call'd to the I.odge, 
zndto his praiſe be it ſpoken, narrowly ſearch'd fne 
for Papers, but found none for his purpoſe, and ſo lefr 
me*o be turned in again but a little while after 1 was ſent. 
4 a freſh"Warrant to Newgate. The Copy of which . 
ollows. 


To the Keeper" of Newgate or his Depnty. 


—_ : 
You are hereby required to receive into your Cuſtody the 
of Thomas Delaune, ard him ſafely keep, untill be ſhall 
Delivered dy due Courſe of Law ; for that it appeared before 
me,by his own Confeſſion, that he 15 the Author and Pen-man 
of a certain Pamphlet Entituled A Plea for the Nonconfor- 
miſts, and hath cauſed many bundred Sheets thereof to be 
Printed, wherein are contained ſeveral Seditious and danger - 
ous matters againſt the Government, and for that he refuſed to 
find Sureties to appear at the next Seſſions of the Peace, to be 
bild for the City of Lor.don at the Old Bayly, and to be 
of the good kehawiour in the mean time, and for your fo doing 
this ſhall be your VV arrant. Given under my Hand and Seal, 
this XX Xth day of November. Anno Caroli Secundi nunc 
Angt, &c. 35. Annoq; Dotn. 1683. ; 
| Tho. Jenner, "Record. 
Ex a per A. Nicolas. 


By vertue of that warrant I was committed h to Newgate, 
and Lodg'd amongft Felons, whoſe horrid Company 
made '3 perfett. repreſentation /of that horrible place 
Y Aly Lint rd weurrna you mention Hole. BE after _ 
two. ights, without anyRefreſhment,the unuſual- 
neſs of that Soy and place baying impaird my _— 
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the-conſtitution 6f- which, at the beſt is very Tender, and 
Crazy"; 'but-1 am now inthe Prefi-yard;a-place of ſome 
ſobristy,. tho Rtill-a Priſon. i. "Ds on 6 
Some few- days after;'I ſent the following: Letter to 
Sr. Thomas Fenner, and on the Eighth'of. December by my 


Wife another to you, the' words ofthe former were thele. 


To Sr: Thomas Fenner Knight , Recorder,af London. 


Sr. Ton know I was Committed Priſoner firſt to the Comp- 
ter in dd an gry then to Newgate, by your warrant. 13 


my Mittimks tis ſaid thas I refuſed to give Bail, which is 4 


naftake, for being asked whether. { would give Bail 
_ ? To 1 could Lan fn folate at Ninh, when 1 
had no opportunity to ſend 40 ſuch as would Bail ney and being 
askt whether 1 would give Bail the next - Morning *,J. faia 1 
krew not whether T conld-or not, becauſe 1 was not certain 
whether ſuch tro whom 1 might have made Application, would 
do it or not : This was no Sullenneſs, nor Qhſtinacy in me, 
but what my Real apprehenſions thew were. Some Friends of 
mine,Freemen of this City, went afterwards tobe my Bail, but 
they. were told you were not at home. They made thereupon an 
@pflication to Sr, William Turner, who referd them to you. 
It is ſaid in the Varrzm that 1 confeſſed 1 was the Author 
of \@ Libel, Emituled A Plea for the Nonconformilts ; 
wherein are contained things dangerous to the Government, 
which thus mach and no figther, is true: 1 confeſſed before you 
that 1 delivered a Manuſcript of my own wruing to one John 
How, with that Title, in order to be Printed, and that 1f the 
Print agreed with the Manuſcript 1 would own it, otherwiſe I 
could not, becauſe the miſplacing of a Stop, the miſprinting of 
a Letter, or Syllable, or ſome other Erratas of the Preſs, 
would alter wr. even 10 contradittion of what was imend- 
ed to be diſcuſſed ;, which was not, as my Indiitment words it, 


(in a form of a ravating terms) but Sang ao - 
- 
; Book 


quiſiridn of ſuch as Dr. Calamy from Pulpit and Pr 

tmvited Diffenters to inquire imo, 45 you may ſee ix bjs 

called A-Diſcourle of a Scrupulous Conſcience. Tn 
” - | n0t . 
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nothing of matters Relw ing 'to the Civil State, in what 1 am © 
Charg'd with, for { amt comern d with that, bat if the 
Guide's of the Church. ( as, Dr. Galamy cabs. the fic d 
meu of the Church of England -) will make ick, 
Chalenges, they. ſhould. receive Objettions without puniſhing 
the Objeftors, whoſe-.(. Suppoſed) Crime is only for obeying 
ther ;, and that you know ST. is diſagreeable td Fuſtice. 

If any thing 1;have done. falls within the Laſh of Engliſh 
Laws, Fiat Juſtitia. But] am ſatisfy d I have done nothing 
i this point unbecoming an honeft - Subjeft, a Scholar, a Gen- ' 
tleman; and which-is worth all, « Chriſtian. * 7 Commit the 
whole matter with —_— to rhns Diſpuce to that Supream Le- 

iator, - who is without Exceptims juſt, and who will judge al 
pan are Subordinate to bimywhich tt all from Sr. Ar 


EN To Dr. Benjamin Calamy, Theſe. 


Sr. 1s your Prinded Sermon, Intituled Scrupulans Conſci- 
EnCe5* you know you gave # fair mvitation 12. ſuch as differ 


. from you, 40 examine what each party (viz. Conformiſts and 


Nonconformitts ) /ay for themſelves, with reſpett ro the Rigts ' 
and Ceremonys which the G uides of the Church impoſe on their . . 
HMembers, and by Penal Laws wpon their Proteſtant fellow 
Subjetts, the 'Nonconformifts : Without doubt your call to ſuch, 
pre-ſuppoſed a Reply, by winch you expeited that. there may be 
either an Opportunity given to you and your Brethren, to Kett- 


* fie what Scrupulons Conſciencet Miſunderitand, or that there 


may be ſome Relaxation procured of the ſeverity they undergo, 
if theiy Diffſeut appears to be warranted by that only Rule of 
F aith which Dr,'Stillingfleet and other Eminent Conformiſt s 
Callthe BIBLE. 


(5) "AP" 
uaheir Davbes. -. So yourlwow that. hy ps the_Re- 
- ſpondent,aphen-the Opanents mouth is at 3 0r 40 Manasle 
pam (vc me Challenger. Flo, a Menacing 


_—_ that - _publick, Call of your FLEET examine 
(with the: moſt dil igens ſearch 1. cond ), mhas. each of 
the ſaid parties 7> for themſelves, ond (rbjs not- out of aby 
Lirigious principle whey! Praritus Difputandl)-uwop 109 f1- 
telly grown Epidermal ;, but gre \ ſheh/as. are Congern'd 0c- 
. - caſion to ragighe rhefe diſputed matters 30 the ery fornds- 
tion, to the clearing np of trath in 4 junthnare when it can never 
- be more . Seaſonable. | What was digeſted, mas imended to b: 
ſent you. in @: Manuſe pe wich fome- modeſt Inferences id 
$nqnIries, Ke 1 judged #t would more anſwer 
your End, \Viz. . Publick' Informasion;' 10 have” ſuch Argu- 
ments, ar ore prodecible by the ifwory, as. Publick:as the 
Invitation you gave thew from Pulpit and Prefs: It being t- 
gual that the Anſwer Jbould be. as 1s Wwe \44the Objett;ons. 
. 4am far from the / avityeaf- pretending tobe your Competj- 
ror au the faculties of the: Scholes 1 canner. qudge of them avy 

otherwiſe then-as nnſerviceable t0 Chriſtian Religion; /- 
 teſe-Timbbured with that. Grace Derivative only from the Sar- 


Fifier all'G h renrk which}. be ake "EI 
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| ny ons, and whoje Exanyle ſuch #1:call' themtfolvas. bi Am- 
adors ought to follow. And therefore ſame who pirs 
their a» Canonical Sleevs,- may cenſure me. for 0p- 
if 4 1 may uſe a Milltery metaphor taking up the 
Gant a 4 nan of your fig wre ) yet 1-can.taks up my ſa- 
risfattiou  this,that 1t was not Pride nor @ popular Itch, much 
leſs the love of a" Priſon, infinenced me to become an Hafwerer 
your Iences. 
1 conld heartily wiſh (45 4 mercy to theſe Nations ) that all. 
2 ra Differences were Compoſed. by Evens Rules, 
that ab who-own rat —ae Cbrift, would ſerve bim 
; worn und mith one fant, and not tear tach other ro 


them as « Prey to 
| ppp cs rare wake We 25 if 


<8 
If the Satiftiotis of Chriſt in the Old and. New Teſt ament 
ought to reeutate the moxes of bis Worſhip, ani tharwwe: are 
= under an indiſpenſible Obligatron to Obey that: Magna Gharta 
1 of _ Heaven, then let:us exther quit the name of Chriſtians, or 
| 


att according 't6 the Supream Law-gtvers wnrepealable Sta- 
rites, quite explodin wha” s derby borrowed from the 
Pompitian'o# Pontifical Canons. on ons 
{ _ Some Sheets have been Printed off,of what 1 intended. to pre- 
| ſent ro you hut. the Meſſenger of the Preſs interupred the proce - 
| arre, and got me Committed to Newggte where 1 am now con- , 
| fed. Thert is nothing done wor was intended to be done. but. a 
© fair Examination of thoſe things your Sermon invited to, which 
[ had thought (if 6fteemed Criminal) ſhould fall rather with- 
. i the Cognizance of Divines, then4#be men of- Law ;. For me- 
| thinks the Pandetts ſhould not be the Oratles of Religion ;; and, 
| that temporal Statutes ſhould be ſo Cvozl as to give precedency 
b to the ſacred Regords, + | 
is | G 
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"Tis poſſible that inquirers imo Religion will lock upon it, as 
4 prepoſteroies procteding,” anidwdiſagreeable to. the Natire of 
| the Chriſtian Faith, 40 force doubrixy per ſors by penaltyes 10 
: Embrace it, - for that can never make them good Converts, but 
| ' typoerites, May they not ſay that ths 4 horrid difparag ” 
j | ro the ſelf-evidenimg Light: 'the Goſpel, if it canner. ſtap:the 
b- niouths of the G ait-{ayer © any other way then bythe Kigid Ex- 
4 ectionsbf Aﬀt.e of State *':T cannor find that Chriſt or his -Dy/- 
+ ciples'bver Chyreh-curſed""'or Newgated 'Scrupulaus.Con- 
1 | ſciences ts Conformity) = oo on Yiigd 
| ; My Confirenut is for-arcepting your invitation to bear both 
q fedes ,: and 1'apeal ro'you; whether jt be: C ardid tq priniſhyie 
" for Obeying 4 Gude of rhe'Church f: 1 lookupon you (in-han- 
: our) Obligedt46 procare my\Sheets. (yetunfiniſhed) 4'pabiich_ 
1 | Palport, ard to me my Liberty: elſe 1 muſt. conclude. it 1vi- 
fir, and that if rhe Irreſiſtible Logick of Goals grons:Alea- 
mode, it will nake the Reformation ſome pretend 10, ſjuSpetted 
10 be enytirrls Meritorions of chat Names © i ov 
Wrlggion #5 a Sirtr od thing ' ard bas bronewoſ. kortiblygb+- 
ſet by: Such as "bavefuperndded their: armingventionsy Githo/e 
Tv. Rireeval 'Popy cries; receruedyrom\ous on 
Jah ROS 
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fritious Anceſtors. TI am ſatisfied, you as well as Dy. Stil« 
lingfleet will own ( or ther's no debating with you ) that the 
Scripture 5s our only Rule of Faith. If ſo, pray let your 
Scrupulous Conſciences be won ro Corformiry, by that. All 
Men are not of Equal Capacity to apprehend things dowbtfull, 
for if they had been ſo, there had beed no recefiry of Preach- 
ers; and the Methods of convincemg Men, 1s as plainly lay d 
down in the Bible as any thing there, viz. By plain demon- 
ſtratrve Arguments, meth, and winning Perſwaſions, not the 
Sylogiſms of Priſons Pillories, &c. 

1 Beſeech you in the fear of God,and as you will anſwer it to 
our great Lord and MaſterJeſusChriſt,that without reſpett to 
any other end then the good of Souls ( as the profeſſion you tals 
Obliges you to) that you would Treat Scupulous Conſciences 
as you would be dealt withal your ſelf : If they have no reaſon 
for their[Hiſſent,and will without ground ſuffer [mpriſonments, 
+ with all the Kuirous Concomitants of ſo diſmal a Circumſtance; 
tis certain that Bedlam 5s more fit for them,ben ſuch places of 
Confinement as are appointed for men in their wits ;. and by 
conſequence tis pity to be ſo ſevere with ſuch Simpletons. But 
if you will allow them any Modicum of Reaſon, then I appeal 
to all the Grid's of the Church, whether it be not more conſo- 
nant 10 the precepts of oxr Soveraign Legiſlator, to confure 
them by bis Rules, rather then by ſuch Coercive methods which 
his Majeſty judg'd Ineffeftnal in his Declaration of indulger.ce 
March 1672 ? 

As Truth ſeeks no Corners norSnborners, and as Real 
Beauty will not be beholden to the Artificial danbings of a Pen - 
cil, /o the Chriſtian Religion (where profeſſed im its naked 
Simplicity) needs no other argurrent to ths Proſelites then 
its own Lovely and Tlluſtrious Features, a/together plain, hon- 
eſt, and every way Amiable, voyd of al Meretricions Gaw de- 
ry, F- that Majeſtical Pomp which pleaſes only the External 
Senſe. 

1 have no malignity againſt any Perſon whatſoever, much 
leſs againſt your Church, or any of its Members ; all I deſire 
z5, that Scrapulous Conſciences, nho trouble rot the peace of 
the Nation, (ſhould be dealt withal (at leaft) as werk Bre- 

B 


then 


(8) 
thren, ascording to Rom. 14. 1. and 10t Ruin'd by*Pexaltys 
ſer not Swallowing whats impoſed under the notion of Decen- 
c7 ard Order, tho Excentrick to the Schene-we have of it in 
0:7 ovly Rule of Faith. Sr. / mireat you: to. exenſe this 
1; on ble from a Stranger who would fam be convinced by ſome= 
tbiug. more lile Divinity, then Negate,; where-avy Meſſage 
{1015 you ſhall ve welcome, 10 

Tour FHhimble Servant 

Thomas Delaune. 

From the Preſſ-y:rd 
Newgate ther 8:h of 
December. 1683. 


To this Letter, Delivered by my Wife, I received an 
Anſwer to this effeft, That if 1 bad been Impriſoned upon 
the account of Anſwering yorr Book, you- world do n.e any 
kiadzefſs that became you :* But not hearing from you, I 
ſent the following Letter by my Wite. 


January Die Nono, 1683. 


Reverende Vir ; 
Coe ſemel atq ; iterum Concionatus eras, Typiſq ; manda« 
veras de Dubitams Conſcientia, quotquot Drverſe ſit 
fententie circa quoſdam Ritus ac Ceremonias, ad- utrinſq ; 
partis Rationes Examinundas, ſatis prblice vocitaverat. 
Tacentibus alijs, in illa re, tibi parebam ; non litigand 


Cauſa (imparnimeſt Congreſſus inter te, tantum virum & me 


tantillum) ſed uthujus-mods Litem adimend), ſicuti preceper- 
as, adhnbeatur occaſio. 

_ Si propter tale (duntaxat) obſequium, me penas daturum, 
neſcio quot quibu ſve mods, decretum fuerit 5; Nunquid nova 
vincendi ratio, ſacris paginis inaudita, apud quoſda m Ante- 
ſignanos exoritur ? 

Quid de his rebus ſentiendum eſſe videatur, ex. ſaero Codice 
ac probatis Scriptoribus diſquirere propoſui, (te Cunttos vacil- 
iantes tam acriter invitante) ex illo Lumine ſemitarum, ex. 
Va Lucerna ( Pſal. 119. 105+) Rationes aliquot hanſeramt 

; adver ſus 
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Kdvcrſus Yarios ac Mulnplices Eriores, qui inFeleſram: 
Irrepſerunt. 

Ea ſola de cauſa uſq ;, ad Carcerem, ubji vihil. amabile et, 
adaftus ſum. Utrum Jſtiuſmodi _ Argumenta ualeerint ad 
veſtxe Concients vmois probandas fub Fudice Suprems lis 


ſit. Anve tali modo ullss ex dubitantibus in ſpirituale Cont 


rotuerit, Ovile, Tudex eſto. 

Nibil . adverſus Regiam. Majeſtatem, nivil de * Regionine 
Civili, nibil contra Monarchie pacem aſſeritur. De Ritunn: 
ac Ceremoniarum origine,. deq; rebus que ſpecie - veritatis, 
Etiamſi parum rette, in dubitantes Objicumtnr, fola difſerta- 
tio eſt. | 

Quid de me Curia decreverit neſcio. Fiat ſummi\DPatris 
Volumas, Univerſis qui ſalutis himmane largitorem ſecunduer 
verbum tjus Colnnt Pacem imtcrnam ac externan in boc,e' ec - 
uamq , #m futuro ſeculo Precatur. 

1homas De Laune. 


Ut Reſponſumaliquod, quod Theologum decet per diletii/- 
ſnmam meam Conjugem, ati promiſift remittas, obſcrro. 


The Engliſh of which is thus. 


| January the gth 1687, 
Reverend Sir. 

| What; you once and again preached and then printed, reſpet- 
ing a Noubtful. Conſcience, bas loudly exough call d-all ſuch 
as were Diſſatisfy'd about ſome Rites and Ceremonys, to Ex+ 
amine the -Keaſons onboth ſedes. 

Others being ſilent I obey'd you in that particular, not meerly 
roiwrangle ( for the.Enconnter 15 unequal, betwixt a Man ſo 
Eminent as you are, and ſo mean a Perſon 45; -am ) but that 
an occaſſion maybe given,;in compliance to-what yourdeſired 10 
conclude Controverſys of this nature. | 

 Ifmeerly for ſuch .@bedence 1 muſt-1be prſhed 1 krowngt 
kow, nor in what manner, 4s there not a new way of conquerigg 
[Scrupulous Gonſciences) unheard of in the Holy Scriptures, 
Started by ſome certain Ringleaaers ? 

I purpoſed from Holy Writ and approved Vi/riters, to Ex- 
B 2 
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(16) 
@n:ire what we ought to judg of theſe things. From that light of 
our paths, fioml that Lantborn, pſal. 119. 105. 1 gathered 
Jome Reaſons againſt thoſe various and multiplied Error; 
n hich hate crept into the-Chireh. 

. For that oily thing am I brought to a Priſon, where there 
#5 :.0'bjxg arable. 

Wheber Arguments of that kind will prevaile to prove the 
Suppoſitions in yuur Sermon, Let the Supream Fudg Deter- 
HE. 

Or nhether any of the doubting perſons can that way be 
Compelled into the Spiritual Sheep-fold, yuadg you ? 

T heres nothirg againſt the Kings Majeity, nothing about the 
Civil Government, nothing agarn;ft the Peace of this Monar- 
chy, there aſſerted. 

The orly diſpute is about the original of Rites and Ceremo- 
nys,and of ſome thirgs which ur.der a ſhew of Truth, though not 
Kightecuſly, are charged non Doubring perſons. 

What the Court will do with me 1 know not, the will of the 
Supreme Father be done. Innard and outward peace in this, 
and Everlaſting Peace in the World to come, to all ſuch as 
worſhip the Saviour of mankind according to his word, is Pray d 


for, by. 4 
THO. DELAUNE., 


1 Deſire you to Return me ſome Anſwer _ a Di- 
vine, by my Beloved Wife, as you have promiſed. 


To this Letter you anſwered by word of Mouth to my 
Wife, (for 1 had no anſwer in writing, that you lookt 
upon your ſelf Vnconcerned, as not being mention'd in the 
fheets you ſaw with the Recorder : To ſatisfy which doubt 
I ſent you a Third Letter, with the Firſt ſheet of the Book, 
Iam impriſon'd for ; which was a plain Demonſtration 
that it was an anſwer to your Call, you know the Letter 


was thus. 
January the 14th. 1683. 
Sir, 
Whereas , in Anſaer to my two Letters you ſaid to 
| | Wife, 


(11) 


Wife, that my Papers no way concern'd you, VIZ. Such as | am 
indicted for ; To ſatisfy you, with reſpeft to that matter, I bere 
ſend you the firſt Sheet, and leave you to*conſider, whether in 
phre generouſity you are not oblig'd to procure a Priſoner (whoſe 
Obeatzence to you made him ſo) bis liberty. I am Sir. 

; humble ſervant, 


your 
. THO. DELAUNE. 


I appeal to your Conſience, whether I had not ſome 
reaſon to expeCt ſome return to theſe Applications ? 

But I had none to any purpoſe, and that too but in a 
few words by my wife : I had ſome thoughts that you 
would have performed the Office of a Divine, in viſiting 
me in'my place of Confinement ; either to Argue me out 
of my Doubts, which your promigd SCRIPTURE 
andREASON, not a Mitimus and Newgate could. ca- 
ſily do. To the former I can yeild----To the latter, it 
ſeems, I muſt----This is a ſevere kind of Logick, and 
will probably diſpute me out of this World, as it did 
Mr. Bampfield and Mr. Ralphſen lately, who were my dear 
and excellent Companions in Trouble----and whoſe ab- 
ſence I cannot but bemoan, as having loſt in them a Soci- 
ety that was truly pious, truly ſweet, and truly amiable: 
But I hope the of mercy will ſupply the want, by a 
more immediate influence of Comfort, then what can be 
obtained at ſecond hand. 

On the tenth of December two Bills were found againſt 
Mr. Ralphſon and me, by the Grard-jury of Londen, whole 
Names are as followeth. 


Tho. Vernon. Toſias Ewth, 

Tho. Goddard. Fohbn Paine. 

Will. Gore. William F azakgrly. 
Will, Wills.” | TJof. Sparrow. 
Rand. Manning. Foh. Reendal. 
Fobn Martin. David Pool. 
Richard Hows. Rs. Beauchamp. 
Tho. Hodges. Rob. Miynories. 


Joſeph Woolbead. 
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On the 13:h.day of-the ſame Month, we were called to 
the Seſſions-Honſe in the Otd-Bayly ; And then our Indi&- 
ments were read in Engliſh, to which we pleaded not 
Guilty. We def:red Copies of the ſaid Indiftments, and 
time to make our Defence till next Seſſions ; which the 
Court after ſome pauſe granted. The ſubſtance of the 
Indiftment againſt me was thus----/zratores pro Domino 
Rege fupar Sacram funm preſertant Huod. Tho Delaune n«- 
per Delondon Gencr ligearc ſu, &c. . In plain Engliſh thus, 
as t9 the material part of it. 

The Fnrors for wir Lord the King, upon their Qath Pre- 
fſert, that Thomas Delanne [are of London Gent. Not 
regarding his ane Allegeance, but contriving and intending to 
eroriet ard-diftiirb rhe peace and common 1ranquillity of this 
K irgdom of England, &c. To bring the ſaid Lordihe King 
to the greateft hate and contempt of his Subjeft s--Mathina- 
tirg and farther ittendirg to move ſtir up and procure Sedition 
and Rebellion, ard 10 diſparate and Seandalixc the Book of 
Commnn Prayer, .&c: . 

On the 30th day of November .in the 35th of the 'King, 
at London #the pariſh" of 'Sr."Botolph withoat Biſhops 
Gate, im the Ward of Biſhops -Gate aſoriſaid.; by. Force 
aud Armes, &c. Unlanfrilly, Seditiouſly.and HMalicionfy, 
did Write, Print, ard Publiſh, and-.Caufed to be Written, 
Printed and Pablifhed, a certain Falſe, . Seditions and . Scan- 
dalons Ltbel, of and concerning the ſaid Lord the King, . and 
the Book of Common. Prayer, aforeſaid, Tniztuled. a .Plea 
for tteN ONCONFORMISTS. | 

In nwhich ſaid Eibel are containedtheſe falſe, Fittions, and 
Scandalons ſenterces following , viz. © The Church of 
« Rome and England alſo, are great Tranſgreſlors, to 
* preſume to vary fromChriſts precept,in alteripg or 2d- 
<& ding ta the form of-words expreſit by Chriſt, un.this1 1 
& of Luke. for fo' they have done : They ſay forgive ns 
« our treſpcſſes, 'as we foryvve them who treſpaſs. againſt us ; 
*-when there are noſuch* words in Chriſt prayer,. his 
words are, forgive us onr-Sins or Debts, for we alſo for- 
give every one-that is indebtcd to ns, and (lays the Indict- 
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« ment again) in another part of the ſaid Libell are 
& contained theſe falſe, Fictions, Seditious, and ſcan- 
&« gdalous Sentences following, viz. And may we not ſay 
c« that in theſe following particulars we do Symbolize 
« with Idolatrous Rome herein? F/t, by. injoyning 
© and impoſing.this (here the Indictment makes an [mm 
& end9) viz. Meaning the Book of Common Prayer 
« aforeſaid) as a ſet form as they do with penalrys, 
« contrary-to the Scripture. Secondly, by an often Re- 
« petition of the ſame form in the ſameexerciſethree or 
&« or four times at leaſt, in.ſo much, that. in Cathedrall 
Churches it is ſaid or ſung ten. or twelve times a. day, 
contrary to Chriſts Expreſs words , that when we 
« pray, we do not make vain Repetitions as the Hea- 
* thens doe, for theythink they ſhall be heard for their 
much Speaking. Thirdly, by injoyning the whole con- 
gregation, Men and Women, to repeat the ſame after 
* the Prieſt, though no ſuch DireCftions by Chriſt. Nay 
ke forbids Women to pray or propheſic in the Church, 
Fourthly, in Singing this Prayer in the Cathedrals by 
Reſponſes of People, without the leaſt warrant from 
* Chriſt for ſuch Song-praying ( Then the Indiftment 
ends with a fearfull Aggravation, that is]. © in caatempr 
* of the King, and to the evil and moſt. pernicious ex- 
** ample of all ſuch other; Dlinquents in. the: like caſe, 
* and againſt the peace of:the ſaid Lord now King, his: 
* Crown and Dignity, &c, | 
The Copy of the Iadiftment. ſigned 
Wag|t affe. 
On the 16h of: Fanwary we were called again to tha 


| Seſſions-Houſe, but there being ſame. Tryals that. prou'd: 


very tedious, we were not brought.on, 

The next day we were called. ta the outter Bar,after the 
attendance of.divers hours in a place not. very lovely,and. 
in the ſharpeſt Winter that you have known;which I likes 
ly prov'd the orignal of that. irdiſpolition which, carry'd, 
my two friends beyond.the furiſdition of Seſſions, Ralg- 


$ Docks, or. Preſs-yards, to a glorious manſion of reſt. 


Then 
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Then a Jury was ſworn to paſs upon us, whoſe names 


* 
- 


WCTre. | 
Fames Wood. Thomas Medcalf. 
Fames Smith. Fohn Harbing. 
Bernerd Mymn. Samuel Seale. 
Thomas Fenny. Laurence Weld. 
Kenelme Smnath. Fohn Callon. 
Matthew Walker. Richard Johnſon. 


I defird my Indittment ſhould be read in Latine, 
which was done. Then the Gentlemen of Law, aggrava- 
ted things with there uſual Rethorick,---- one of them, ( I 
think the Atturney General) was pleaſed to ſay that the 
Priſoner that ſtood there before (for Mr. Raphſon was try'd 
before me) did labour to undermine the ime , and that 
man (meaning me) would undermine the Church : So that 
to Incence the Jury againſt us, he ſaid, heresCHURCH/: 
and STATE ftruck, at. Which Sr. was very impro- 
bable to be true, for tis wonderful that any Church or 
State ſo potent as this is, ſhould fear two ſuch undermi- 
ners, as that Extravagant harargne term'd us: For 
my part I cannot be righteonſly charged with any at- 
temp againſt either, unleſs my obedience to you, be ſo : 
And then if I be guilty, you that tempted me to it, can 
never prove your ſelf innoceat. 

Being deſired to ſpeak what I had to ſay for my ſelf, 1 
ſpoke the following words, which one that knew me took 
in Short-hand, though without my knowledge. 

My Lord, Laft Seſſions I pleaded not Guilty, that is not 
Guilty Modo et forma,for I deſign'd nor vi et Armis, to raiſe 
Rebellion, Sedition, &c. I deteſt ſuch things ; he rhat 
Swears in that Reſpett againſt me, mult be perjur'd----The 
inſt ances in the Indiftment relate to no ſich thing. My Lord, 
I pray you to trouble no Witneſſes about me, 1 won't prevaTri- 
cate. 1 have written ſome, Papers Intituled A Plea for the 
Norconformiſts, 2r Inſtigated by the feign'd formalitys in 
the Indiftment ; but it was at the Loud Chalenge of Dr. Cala- 
my, exe of the Kings Chalains,' in his Diſcourſe about a 
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Scrupulous Eonſciences, Dedicated to your Lordſhip, whereit 
he called upon doubting Perſons to examine wht could be ſaid on 
both ſides, which 1 did-, "Now ſince publick Chalenges are made 
to be Anſwered; to puniſh me for Obeying a Guide of the Church, 
is hard, very hard. 

1 deſire that the intire Paragraphs may be read, from which the 
Crimes Charged againſt me are infer d. If fragments only ve 
produced againſt me, from which no perfect ſence can be dedu- 
ced ;, I ſhall be unfairly dealt with : The Coherence of Sence in a 
Gontinued Diſcourſe, not Scraps and Broken-pieces of Senten- 
ces, can demonſtrate tke Scope of an Argument. 

If what I have written be True, 'tis no Crime, unleſs Truth be 
made a Crime ; if falſe, ge Dr. Calamy, or any of the Gmides 
of your Church Confute me Las he promiſed, p. 25. of his Ser- 
mon aforeſaid] by good Scripture and good Reaſon, then Ile 
ſubmit. If the latter "Method be not taken, (1 muſt Repeat it } 
*tis very hard, my Lord, 'tis very hard. 

Herethe chief Juſtice interupted me,addreſling himſelf tothe 
Jury, and expounded that part of the Indift ment which Texcepred 
againſt, ſaying, it was only for forms ſake, and that any breach 
of the peace in the ſence of the Law, may be ſaid to be vi & Ar» 
mis, by force and arms, with ſome other expreſſions to that pur- 
roſe---- To the Latter which I acknowledged, he /ad, after x 
Torrent of Aggravations , Gentlemen, if you believe that man 
( pointing to me ) viz. 1n what T had confeſſed in writing the 
Nonconformiſts Plea, yo! muſt. find him Guilty, vir. of the 
whole Indiftment. And which they readily did accordingly. 

The next day, (viz.) the 18th, I received my Sentence. 
The very ſame with Mr. Kalphſon, viz. (As 'tisrecorded.) 

Ad General. Quarterial. Seſſion. Pacis Dom. Regis tent. pro 
Ctrvitat. London per Adjornament. apud Juſtice Hall in le Old- 
Bayly London, die 2Mercnris Scil. Decimo Sexto die January, 
Anno. R. Regis Caroli Secundi nunc Anpl. &c. 35. 

Thomas Delaune Convitt pro Ilicite Seribend. Imprimend, 
et publicand. Libel. Sedities. dert concernen. librum Communi; 
precationts. Fin. 100. Marc. Et Committit, -&c. Et ulterins 
quonſq; Inven. bon. de ſe bene. gerend. per ſpacium Unins Ani 
Integri extunc prox. Sequen. Et quod libek, ſeditios.- cm ine 
Combuſt. Sint Apud Excambinum Regal. In London. Er {5 Del. 
Sol. 65S. Warſtaffe. 

* Thomas Delaune, Find 100 Marks, and to be kept Prix 

C ** ſonen, 
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* ſoner, &c. [which &c. they interpret till he pay his 
* Fine] and to find | _ Security for bis good behaviour for 
** one whole year after-wards, and that the faid Books, and 
_ © ſeditious Libels by him publiſhed, ſhall be burnt with 
* not with © + Fire, before the Royal-Exchange in London. And if he be 
water yOu « diſcharged to pay * fix Shillings. 
mult note. . 
* To the Signed Wagſftaffe. 
Hang-man "The Recorder asked me ſome queſtions then, ( viz.) Wherber 
for the ] was in Orders ? 1 told him I was never in any Eccleſiaſtical Or- 
Faggnts L ders, nor never Preach'd among any People . That I was bred a 
PP Scholar, and had been a School - Maſter, and kept a Grammus 
School till forc'd from it by the preſent proſecutions, &Cc. 
The Court told both Mr. Kalph/ox and me, that in reſpect 
to our Education, as Scholars, we ſhould not be Pillory'd, though 
( 'twas ſaid) we deſerv'd it. 
We were ſent back to our place of Confinement, and the 
next Execution day, our Books were burnt, as the Sentence or- - 
dered it, WITH FIRE in the place aforeſaid, and 
we continue here ; but ſince I writ this, Mr. Ralphſon had a 
Superſedeas by Death to a better place. 
Thus Sir, you have a ſeries of my Circumſtances ; I will 
make 10 Complaints oftheuſage [| had, when forc'd, as afore- 
faid, to Lodge amongſt a Rabble of wretches, whoſe ſeiety 
ſeem'd to me to be a Hell upon Earth, as before; nor of my 
other hardſhips, as Confinement, leſs of Employment, loſs of 
Health, &c. But if you have any ſence of Humanity in you, 
you will RecolleCt your ſelf, and procure me my Freedom, 
( being not able to pay the Fine ) loſt by obedience to your 
publick Cal. Sir, I muſt tell you plainly, that you diſco- 
ver'd in your very dedication to Sr. Gorge Fefferies, now chief 
Juſtice, a kind of Doubt, to ſay no more, ReſpeCting your 
Cauſe. 
You ſay there (P. 2. Ep. Ded.) How many it (viz. your 
Sermon) will anger and diſpleaſe,1 am not at all concerned,andþho 
* of 1 may be thought by ſome ill adviſed in publiſhing ſuch a Sermon, 
not An: yer, every __ will commend and juſtify my diſcrerion in prefix- 
*Meaning #2g your name before it : For ſogreat an awe have * the Enemys of 
Proteſtant 0#r Church and Government of your Loyalty and Fidelity to both, 
Difenters thar they will Not dareLomadly to condemn what you are pleaſed to 

Proteft, they will be juſtly Afraid of Quarrelling with me, when 


they know 1 have Engaged you on my fide, 
"T3 From 
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From theſe Expreſſions I muſt conclude (If you are in eatn- 
eſt) that you care not how much yon offend your weak Bro- 
ther. The Apoſtle Par! was of another mind, Roms. 15.1. 
&c. We then that are ftrong, onght to bear the infirmitys of the 
weak, and not to pleaſe onr ſelves ;, let every one of us pleaſe his 
Neighbour for his good 16 Edification. Pray conſider this, and 
what follows inthe ſame Chapter :And 1 Cor.8.12. But when 
you ſinſo againſt the Brethren and wound their weak, Conſciences, 
ye ſm againſt Chriſt. ver. 13. Wherefore if meat make my Bro her 
ro offend, 1 will eat no fleſh while the World ſt andeth,leſt I makg my 
Brother to offend : And 1 Theſ. 5. 14. the ſame Evangelical 
Dottor, exhorts you, To Comfort the feeble minded , Support 
the weak, and to be patient toward all men. And Gal. 6. 1, To re- 
ftore the famtty in the Spirit of Methgieſs. 

What a Superlative, whar z true Chriſtian Complyance is 
bere ! Worth the imitation of the Guides of your Church ! 
This Apoſtle wonld rather make a perpetual faſt fromfleſh, 
then offend his Weak, Brother. And I am apt to think no 
flourithes of P{pit-Rherorick ever drop't from him, to grieve 
his Weak Brethren, and that he never ſhrouded his writings, 
or preachings, under the terrible Patronage of ſuch men as 
you Repreſent Sr. Gorge Fefferies to be. I have a kind of fan- 
Cy that your faid Patron, now Lord Chief Juſtice, as he is a 
Gentleman iti Eminent Place, and of a piercing Judgement, 
Srong Memory, and of flaent Oratory, could not but look 
through the Superficial Addreſſes of that Dedication. 

In the ſecond place, a Man fo dignified as he is, muſt cer- 
tainly take it as an affront to his title of Lord Chief Fnftice, 
that you ſhould ſay that men will be F»ſtly afraid of quar- 
relling with you, when they know you have Engaged him on 
your ſide. That fame word [Afﬀraid] denotes a Champion- 
like Courage in you; that no body ſhould dare to come near 
you; and withal, a RefteRion on the juſtice of your Patron, 
that he will take your part Rzgh: or Wrong. As to the word 
LQuarrelling) I know no body that has allaulted you in any 

more perillous Attaque, then in Examining the Merits of the 
Cauſe as you Preached, and by the fame Sermon (transfigur'd 
from the. Preſs) mvited-mett to do. 

No Force and Arnis were uſed againſt you by me, but 
Pen, Ink and a ſew Papers. The Inditment makes this a 
very formidable kind of Artillery. 
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But to bring the matter a little cloſcr,l muſt deſire you will 
pleaſe to take notice of this Hainous Charge given in again[; 
me,and how made good in the Indictment, and how ſeverely 
handled both by the Juryes and Court thereupon. 

The charge,as you have heard,is for intending to diſturb the 
Publick Peace, To bring the King into the greateſt Hate and 
Contempt of kis SubjeCts,to ſtir up and procureSedition andRe- 
bellion ; a high and Heinous Charge indeed ! But huw is this 
made good '? viz. By my diſparaging the Book of Common Pray- 
er; But how doth that appear ! viz. By the force of Arms 
tjed Unlanfully, Sediriouſly, ard Maliciouſly, to Write, Print 
2nd Publiſh a Seditious and Scandalous Libel , C ONCErning Our 
Lord the King aiid the Bookof Commen Prayer, -Intatuled A Plea 
for the Nonconformiſts. But wherein doth it appear by any. 
thing which is writ.in that Book,that this Hainous Charge is 
made good ? viz. By their pregnant inſtances, produced out cf the 
Book expreſſed in the Indi ment. 

The which therefore, ſince we muſt ſuppoſe they are the 
moft Hainous and Dangerous paſlages to be found therein, 
and moſt proper and ſignificant to make.good the Charge , I 
{hall for your information, and that you. may the better 
judge how. the Charge is proved againft me, give you the 
intire paragraph out of which the inſtances were picked, 
which I muſt beg the juſtice of y ou toRead ; & which I could 
not with all my Entreatys Obtain of the Court, tho ſo neceſ- 
fary (as you'l find) to come to the right ſence,(and for grea- 
ter Illuſtration, I ſhall diſtingniſh the inſtances of the Ind it- 
ment in a different Charatter) know therefore that I having 
(in the Plea for the Nonconformiſts) ſrom p. 14, at your de- 
ſire, been giving an account what the Nonconformiſts Anſwer 
to that great ObjeCtion; that all things they ſcruple jn the 
Rires and Ceremonies of the Church, are not Popiſh Novelties, 
but of Primitive Antiquity, (as you ſay) and having diſtin&- 
ly gone through moſt of them, giving their Reaſons why 

they are not of Primitive Antiquity, but of. Popiſh Novelty, and 
containd in the Maſs-Book-—---T his Objeftion came to be 
ſtarted, p. 40. © But what. do you fay to the Lords Prayer ? 
<<. muſt we forbear that too, becauſe we find. it in the Maſs- 
<« Book.; tha ſo publickly injoyn'd by Chriſt to uſe-it, as a 
<« ſtinted form, Zuke 11. 2." That when we pray, we ſhould 
** ſay, Our-Father, &c ? Towhich the Nonconformiſts lay, 
| that 
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<. that it is great miſtake to ſuppoſe that Chriſt hereby in 
&«- this Scripture, has appointed this io be a fet form, to be 
&« prayd by all in theſe preſcript words, when we pray unto 
« God,for then it would be unlawſull touſe any other words, 
& then theſe herein expreſſed; in our prayers, and that the 
« Diſciples and Apoſtles ſinned in uſing other words in thoſe 
« their prayers we read of in Scripture, and ſo does the 
« Churchof England, in forming ſo many ColleCts and Pray- 
ers; And. p. 41. 42. 

Secondly,T he Church of Rome and England are great Tranſ- 
greſſors, to preſume to vary from Chriſt precepts, in altering or ad= , 
ding to the form of words expreſſed by Chriſt in this 11 Luke. men. 
For ſo they have done,they ſo Forgive us our Treſpaſles,as we 
forgive them who Treſpaſs againſt us, when there are no ſuch 
words in Chriſts Prayer, his words are, forgive us our Sins, our: 
Debts opheilemata for we alſo forgive every one thar is In« 
debted to us. Which, ſaith the Indiftment, are falſefittions, and* 
ſcandalous ſentences, but it ſhews not wherein. 

« And alfo the Doxology, which 1s not in-this Prayer in- 

« Lake 11. [viz. For thine is the Kingdom and the Power and 
© the Glory for ever and ever, Amen.]But you'l ſay, as to the 
* Doxology,it is expreſled by Chriſt at the end of the ſame- 
« prayer in his Sermon on the Mount, 44ar. 6. It is very 
© True, it isſo, where he delivers this prayer not as a ſet 
« form, bnt a pattern of prayer : After this manner Pray ye 
& houto's --== to this purpoſe, ard which is an Explication 
© of what he-fays, Luke 11. 2. when you pray, ſay, Our Fa- 
& rher &c. That is, after this marzer, and which can only 
© be a warrant to the; Church of England, or any other, to 
* make ſuch alterations Chriſt no more intending, to tye the 
* Diſciple who defired to be inſtrutted how to pray, to this 
« formof words (nor any other Diſciple ) then he did the 
** twelve Diſciples when. he ſent them out to Preach with 
* thisword of Command, Math. 10. 7. Preach, ſaymg, The 
*© Kingdom of Heaven is at hand ;, that they ſhould thereby be 
* tyed to-thofe very words in their Preaching ( and Preach” 
* nothing elſe ) bat as this was given as a Text or Theme 
** toPreach by, fo the other to pray by : The Diſciple who 
©. propoſes the queſtion, - Ver/. 1. Deſires that they may be - 
* taught to-pray as Fehr taught his Diſciples ; but __ . 
et 


(20) 
<< ſet form of Prayer we find not that John .in his Teach- 
<« ings gave to his Diſciples, neither do we find that any of 
« Chriſt's Diſciples or Apoſtles did pray this very prayer,to 
& which our Expoſitors do agree. 

* Grotivs, faith on Zuke the 11. 2. That Chriſt herein 
&« Teacheth us a Compendium of thoſe things we are to 
« pray for; at that time (faith he)they were not bound to the 
« uſe of ſo-mayWords and Syllables:Asalſo Tertullian,Cypri- c 
& an, Muſculus,Cornelms Alapide: and Auſtin himſelf/upon the 6 
& place) who ſaith Liberum eſt, it is free for us to ask the 
« {ame thing in the Lords Prayer, Aliis atque alijs verbis, 
© ſometime one way, and ſometimes another. , 

« Doth not Paul tell us expreſly, he knew not what to 
<< pray for, but as the Spirit gave him utterance,Rom..$, But 
« he did know what to pray for if this was $0 be his pre- 
« ſcript form. | 
& Tertullian ſaith,they prayed Swe Monitore, without aMoni- ? 
* tor (or Common-Prayer-book ) and Socrates tells us 
&« that among all the Chriſtians of that age ſcarce two were 
© to befound that uſed the ſame words in Prayer, Chry/oftom 
& on Rom. 8. Homil.14. faith, With other gifts they had the 
« gift ofPrayer,which was alfo called the Spirit,but he who l 
© had the gift, did pray for the whole multitude, for that was 
« ExpedientuntotheChurch,&alſo did inſtruCt others toPray. 

* And though we find neither Chriſt, nor his Apoſtles, 
* impoſe this or any other form of Prayer to be uſed by ſ 
* us(but that we Pray in the Spirit,and Praiſe in the Spirits ; 
<«« and that God being a Spirit, ſzeketh and accepteth ſuch 
© worthipers) yet we find the Popes and their Councils im- 
© poſing this and other Lyturgical forms. 

©* The Councell of Toledo, Anno. 618. Decreed in the 
©*© Ninth Canon, that every day both in publick and private 
*< worſhip, none of the Clergy omit the Lords Prayer, under 
«© paynof _—_— ſince (fay they) Chriſt hath preſcri- 
« bed-this, ſaying, When you pray tay, Our Father, &c. 
«© And how formally and carnally, has the Pater-naſter been - 
*< muttered over by the ſaperſtitious Papilts, ever fince. 

And may we not enquire whether in the following particulars we 
as not: Symbolize with the Remifh worſhip berein, which the Indift< 
ment jnjurionly words thas. . PS. 
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And may we not ſay that in theſe following particulars| for may we not enquire 
whether in the following particulars ] we do Symbolize with 1dolatrous Rom: 
berein] © For we do not Symbolize with the Romiſh herein, J[meaniag] 
faith the iadiftment with an muendo}] the Book of Common Prayer, 
whereas it only relates to the Lords prayer. | 

Firlt. By enjoyning 4x4 impoſeng this, as a ſt form, withont the Sintion 
of any ſacred Text to warant it, | which the Indittment words, caatrary to 
the Scriptures ] 

Secondly. By an often rep-tition of the ſame form in the ſame exerciſe, three 
or four times at lexft,mſomuch that in Cathedral Services, it is ſaid, or ſung, ren 
or rwelve times in 4 day, contrary to Chrifts expreſs words, that when we pray, 
we i not make vain repetitions as the Heathens do, for they think, they ſball - 
be beard for their much ſpzaking, Mat. 6. 7. 

Thirdly. By enjoyning the wholeC ongregation, both men and women, to rep2at 
the ſame after the Prieſt, tho no ſuch direction by Cbrift ; nay be forbids women 
10 pray, or Fropheſie, in the Church, 1 Cor. 14. 34. &C- 

Fourthly. In fonging this prayer in C athedralls by Reſponſes of Priefts and 
P:ople, with muſich,without the leaft Divine Authority for ſuch Song-Praying. 

Which the indiftment ſaith are fitious, ſeditious, and ſcandalous ſenten- 
ces (but {hew not wherein,) Thus have you the whole paragraph and what 


is picked out of it,to make good the charge ;whereby you will caſely diſcern, + 


Whether I have done otherwiſe therein then given you at your Call, a 
true and modeſt account of the —— Arguments, why the Lords 
Prayer is not a ſtinted ſet form of Prayer as ſuppoſed, but a pattern to pray 
by, which is done by feveral Arguments, viz. 

1+ From the prattices of both Churches, Rome and England, who have 
both altered and added to it, which they ought not to have done (no not fo 
much as one Syllable) if fo intended by Chriſt. 

21y, From the prattiſes of the Antients, and Opinions of many Learned 
Commentators upon the place. 

31y,Becauſe neither Chriſt nor his Apoſtles have ſo injoyned and pratti- 
ſed it asa ſtinted form. | 

ly, Becauſe the Church of Rome, without Scripture Authority, have fo 
impoſed, and pratiſcd it ; and therefore are thoſe Queries, Whether for us 
ſo to impoſe it with penaltys, and to make often Repetitions of it, with Re- 
ſponſes of Prieſt and People, and to fing it with Muſtck, is not without 
S-ripture warrant, aud a Symbolizing with Rome therein ? and where's the 
Sedition, Rebellion, breaking the Publick peace by force, and Arms inall this ? 


1 Query» 


2ly, Whether the picking out part, and leaving out the greater part, 2 Query. 


changing of words, and inverting of ſence, is not moſt Injurious dealing ? 
for what is. it not , which may not be made of any mans ſayings and wri- 
tings, if ſuch a liberty may be taken ? For may it not with ſucha latitude be 
proved by Scripture, that there is no God, or any ſuch Blaſphemy or 
Iamorallity ? 
3ly, Whether the Grand Jury, in honefty and gaod: Conſcience, could 
find this Bill upon their Oaths, and the Petty Jury caft me upon it, and the 
Court palt Sentence upon me thereupon, without admitting the whole Pa- 
ragraph to be Read, and:Confidered, as ſo was earneſtly cefired by'me ? 
4ly, If this writing of mine, was only occaſioned and drawn forth at your 
Call, as-your Book evidenceth, and as declared ta the Court ; then doth not 
that hainous Charge of a Malicious and Seditious contriving, _—_ 


% 


3 Query- 


4 Query» 
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and Machinating Sedition, and RebeZjon, and violating Publich-pedte, alli 
mn ks ot OE 

5ly, If this part of the Nonconformiſts Plea be true, where is the Tth to 


Muſt 1 be made guilty, and puniſhed for ſpeaking the Triith? AndgF;roa* 


were ſofatished, why did-not you Interpoſe to prevent a precipitate ens 
tence and Verdi&,and preſerye an Innocent perſon? Tf it appear'd otherwi!e 


wt 
. 
, 


to you", Why did you not by word and writing endeavour my Convi&tion, ' 


and{\hew me my Error, and Miſtake before the Seſfions, that I might pubs 
lickly, haye owned and taken the Shame, as my three Letters with !o much 
Tmportunity preſs't upon you ; and that I was neither Obſtinate,nor Incor- 
rigible, you have againe and againe under my hand ? And what an opes 


Ear had to receive-conviction from Reaſon and Scripture , the Mediums : 


you propoſed to Treat a Scrupulous Conſcience with, and thereby to have 
acquitted your ſelf from being a Decoy to inveagle into the Snare, and then 
leave them, but wholy to reje& both, and filently to ſuffer me to be cruſh- 
ed, is worſe dealing, and leis C harity then the Guides of the Church put 
forth in Q. Marys days, who failed not of Priſon viſits and endeavours, to 
convice the /Zeretichs | as they called them ] before they were delivered to 
the Secular Powers for Deftrufion. 


BS. Query, *- Sly, Whither from this Liberty that is taken in Indiftments (as in Chan- 
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cery Bills) to ſay the worſt of things which may be ſaid againſt any, and af- 
hgn-the matter of fatt to prove it forreign thereto, yet that the Jurys 
finding the matter of fat, muſt render a man Guilty of the whole Inditt- 
ment, both matter and form, ſeems very hard, and no other then turning 
Judgement into Wormwood and Hemlock, and a bringing Legal proceed- 
inz, into great contempt ? | 

For inftance, if a man is charged in an Indictment that he contrary to his 
Allegiance, and not having the fear of God before his Eyes, but being mo- 
ved by the Inſtigation of the Nevil, did ſuch a day, in ſuch a place, bring 
the King into greateſt Hate and -Contempt amongſt his Subjetts, and did 
moſt Maiicioufly and Seditiouſly,{9c. againſt the Publice peace,by force and 
Arms,Read a Chapter in the Bible in Engliſh before ſeveral People (which 
was Crime enongh heretofore, however it is now) that the proving and 
confeffing the matter of fatt,( or any of the like nature)as foreign from the 
Crimes urged, mult according to our Court-proceedings, bring him in 
Guilty of the whole Indittmeat, in order to be ſenetnced accordingly. 

But ought not a Jury before they bring in their verdict npon Oath, as 
they would acquit themſelves of the horid t1n of perjury, Examine and have 
Caffcient pooof to make good thoſeLnxuriantCut-throat forms ? And whe- 
ther ſuch matter of fa, either by the Righteous Law of God and Man, 
can render a manCulpable of ſo Hainous a charge of Malice, Sedition, Rebel- 
lion, bringing the King into Hatred and Contempt, breaking the Publick 
pexce by force-and arms, before they make him Guilty thereof, and cauſe 
bimto. be puniſhed for the ſame ? 

+ ; Thus Sr. you have a naked account of my Caſe, and if you Pleaſe, or 


ns Py erptons Church Guides, to examine the reſpeQtive Circumſtances 
2 F, 


apply that ſoveraign Medium of good Scripture and good Reaſon 
to Canvince mie,” you or they will ſatisfy the world that ye. are honeft 
Guides of the Charch, and reduce many to your Communion,-as well as 


\Your bumble Servant, , 
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NN we Abſenee #f tbe Anthor, an41 his not Reviling the hee, has 

| oicafion'd ſome lireral Eſcapes, ani ſome few Errors injuriouls ts the © + 
Seacet which Lay are deſired to excuſe and amend ; yet they are hot {9 * 

Intollerable, bne that an accurate Peruſer will find them way, . 
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